Trendspotting – The Kitchen and Bath Show

If you need a good reason to visit Las Vegas, then the Kitchen/Bath Industry Show is the place to be. There is something for everyone and for every kitchen and bath. With more than 1000 exhibitors, K/BIS draws more than 44,000 
attendees who flock to be the first to see the new most-have products and the hottest trends.

The focus this year was about increasing the green awareness of your clients and there were products galore to help you do just that.  From high-tech clothes washers that are smarter than the average wash to environmentally conscious as well as energy-efficient appliances, products launched at this show are on the cutting edge.  The other more entertaining idea was the greater introduction of High Definition TV for both the kitchen and bath. 

Who said what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas?  So if you missed the show, here is the best of the best that we share with you.

Eco-Centric

Green is a term that seems to be bandied about these days. The manufacturers of major appliances have been carrying the energy-star banner increasingly. One particular area of household chores that seems to make great sense to be environmentally conscious is clothes washing.  New cutting-edge technology keeps the environment as clean as the newly laundered clothes by significantly reducing the overall energy usage as well as the water consumption

The “Ecowash” green option on new Bosch Nexxt washers uses a low 13.2 gallons of water and 79% less energy. They promise high spin speed for maximum water extraction and thus giving reduced drying time.  Front loading washers by Asko, Miele, and General Electric offer high efficiency as well.



HYPERLINK "http://www.boschappliances.com/"

www.boschappliances.com

Caption: Bosch’s Nexxt Ecowash Clothes Washer in Champagne
Steam Dream

 It started in Europe, and has finally made its way across the pond to the US. Steam cooking was adopted by health-conscious Europeans, who never loved microwaving as much as we have. These small but mighty ovens are designed to fix into spaces originally created for microwaves and cook almost as fast without sacrificing the goodness of the food.

 These little ovens in gleaming stainless from Miele, Viking, and Gaggenau are an exciting addition the range of appliance choices. They offer great culinary potential for those interested in organic foods, weight control, or have special food allergies.
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www.gaggenau-usa.com
Caption: Gaggenau Combi-Steam Oven (shown with single oven)    

Animal Magnetism

If you are looking for what’s hot in cooktops, the induction is the new word. A technology that has been around for a while, it is as fast and responsive as gas but more energy-efficient. The vibrating magnetic coil beneath the glass surface instantly transfers heat to the ferrous-metal (magnetized stainless steel or cast iron) saucepan or skillet, and as an added bonus, the surface never gets more than warm, making cleanup even easier. The sizes range from 30-inch four burner units to 36-inch five or six burner units.

Manufacturers such as Thermador, Bosch, Wolf, and Viking have embraced this quick and easy way of cooking electrically, and it is definitely the wave of the future. Discard the aluminum pans, and hang up those copper pots as decorative accessories; they will not work with induction
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www.thermador.com
Caption: Thermador’s Silver-Mirrored 36-inch Induction Cooktop
Cool Tech

Some manufacturers are determined to make the kitchen as well as the bath even more innovative and more enjoyable Imagine never having to miss your favorite news or entertainment show while preparing a meal or putting on makeup. TVs crept into both the kitchen and bath a long time ago, but now they are totally integrated to enhance the user experience.

LG introduced a first of its kind High Definition (HDTV) television refrigerator in a side-by side model. This includes an FM radio, DVD connection, on one side and weather and information LCD display on the other. Seura launched its television mirror by incorporating an LCD screen into a mirror. When it is turned off, the TV screen is   completely hidden from view, allowing a full mirror reflection 
[image: image3.jpg]


www.us.lg.com
Caption: LG Television Refrigerator
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