Bold Takes: Jena Hall, Vice President, AspenHome 

Jena Hall is probably best known to designers as the Queen of Functionality. She started with a background in interior design and architecture and was for many years a designer to the luxury building trade. Life changed when she went to Cologne, Germany for the Kitchen Show in the early 1980s and was exposed to European cabinet design for the first time. The innovative hardware and inventive use of space in modular units influenced all her designs thereafter. She went on to create a ground-breaking modern kitchen totally in laminate for House Beautiful magazine

Jena now mixes fashion and function ingeniously in her new furniture designs for Aspen Home. One of her early designs, an Island Bed, meant to float in a room, provided built-in storage in the headboard as well as behind the bed.  Her design are still hard-working; her new bedside chest with pull-out laminate shelf and outlets for recharging personal electronics is another award-winning example of her work. 

Taking a page from great cabinets, she includes full extension glides and other hardware ingenuities in her furniture. “Making my designs work harder by making them more functional is my focus” says Jena, and she considers function as “added value” to her customers. High on her list is using laminate resourcefully as durable surfaces for home offices, dining and bedroom furniture. She mixes it artfully with wood. “Today’s laminate is practical as well as pretty”, says Hall.   

Hall is eyeing the kitchen as a place to intermingle real furniture with fixed furniture (as she calls cabinets). She is investigating ways to integrate them with even more function. 

For more information about Jena Hall, contact www.aspenhome.net
