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Don’t Forget About the Edge
Wilsonart decorative edging adds affordable detail and sophistication 
TEMPLE, Texas, January ##, 2007 –  Wilsonart  laminate countertops deliver the perfect combination of beauty, affordability and easy care to kitchen remodeling projects. The addition of Wilsonart Decorative Edges installed by fabricators provides homeowners with a complete, tailored solution with custom-built permanence and luxury.

The variety of styles and the mix of materials that are used to edge laminate countertops provides a myriad of choices and allows homeowners and decorators with the ability to push the decorative envelope by using wood and solid surfacing-separately or in combination-to countertops and edges with stunning visual effects.

The Basic Edges. The most familiar laminate edge treatment is the “self edge” or “straight edge”. For this edge, the fabricator puts a strip of laminate on the front edge of the deck, then puts on the top surface. This edge treatment leaves a thin line of exposed core that can be used cleverly as an accent. However, this is not the most interesting use of laminate.

Because laminate is pliable when heated, it is easily wrapped to created rounded shapes through a process called post-forming which is used to fabricate one-piece countertops incorporating an edge treatment and, sometimes, a backsplash. The most common post-formed edges are the waterfall and the bull nose. 

The waterfall, as the name implies, is rounded on the top – the laminate “falls” over the top to the front edge. The laminate doesn't wrap around, so the overhang is unfinished on the bottom side. Bullnose edges are fully rounded edges where the laminate wraps back under the countertop. A variation on the bullnose, called the “double wrap” or “double roundover” has a softened square effect. Post-formed counters commonly include a four-inch cove backsplash, but can be ordered without the splash for a more contemporary look.

(more)
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Decorative Edges. With custom tops, you can choose where you want the seams to go and create a finished look on all edges. Decorative edge treatments are created by a fabricator, who is not always associated with the store where you buy your laminate, so remodelers should ask what types of “custom” edge options are available before finalizing a countertop purchase. 
Two types of decorative edge treatments bring out laminate's true potential: the standard beveled edges and full-front edge molding in which wood or solid surface creates a decorative contrast with the laminate countertop. 

Standard beveled edges are an easy way to give your laminate counter the look of stone. The transition from the front edge to the counter's top appears seamless. For a decorative variation on this theme, choose a contrasting laminate color for the beveled strip.

Full front edge molding provides an almost limitless range of options. Both wood and solid surface can be milled to create sculpted effects. The most commonly seen profile is called an ogee edge. This is a double curved form made up of a concave and convex half that looks like the letter S. Like standard bevels, it will appear seamless at inside corners and can be bent around a radius at outside corners. The wood ogee may be stained to provide a decorative look to the countertop or stained to match the kitchen cabinets for a furniture effect. 

A solid surface edge banding can add a splash of bright or contrasting color or pattern. It is also possible for the fabricator to combine these materials for a truly custom appearance where the fabricator cuts out a slot on the face of the wood band and then fills it with a solid surface or laminate strip.

These are just a few examples of how laminate products are able meet individual budget and style parameters. Whether you are a design professional or a consumer, Wilsonart has the products to fit your needs. For more information about Wilsonart Decorative Edges and countertop applications, go to www.countertop.com -  the Wilsonart Products and Articles sections provide a wealth of tips and pictorial examples on how to use decorative edging to create a custom look.

Wilsonart International, based in Temple, Texas, is a leading manufacturer of decorative surfacing products, including Wilsonart® Laminate.  This year, the company celebrates its 50th year in business.  For more information about Wilsonart Laminate or any Wilsonart product, please call the Customer Service Hotline at 800-433-3222.  Consumers can also visit www.countertop.com and professionals can visit www.wilsonartlaminate.com.
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