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WILSONART CONTRACT OFFERS FIRE-RATED LAMIANTE 

 - Performance Grade Surfacing Ideal for High-Traffic, Public Areas -

TEMPLE, Texas (Spring 2007) – Surfaces found in common public areas are usually more than just decorative coverings – they often require a design with specific qualities in mind.  Wilsonart® Contract announces its Fire-Rated Performance Grade Laminate series.  The series includes more than 200 designs available from Wilsonart and is intended for use in commercial environments where building codes dictate low flame spread and smoke development ratios. 
“Attractive, highly durable, and easy to maintain, Fire-Rated Laminate from Wilsonart may be applied as decorative surfacing for casework and cabinets, elevator panels, wainscoting, interior doors, and wall panel and divider systems,” says Gennie Tepera, Wilsonart performance laminates product manager. “It is an extremely popular surfacing for use in maritime and transit applications, public places such as airports, hotels, office buildings and institutions such as hospitals and schools.”

Fire-rated laminates have a special composition that provides the low flame spread and smoke development properties that make it a safer choice over other surfacing materials such as natural wood and standard laminate products. 
- More -
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As an example, test results that compare various surfaces show that fire-rated laminate 
has a flame spread and smoke development score of 20 (with an incombustible cement board being zero and a kiln-dried red oak board being 100); this means that the laminate would exhibit one fifth the flame spread of red oak in the same situation. 


Wilsonart Contract Fire-Rated Laminate can offer Class I, II, III, A, B and C fire ratings for almost any interior application (Class I or A fire rating for laminated components is achieved when fire retardant adhesives and substrates are used). Specific types and uses include:

· Vertical Surface (VGF) Type 604: Intended to surface walls in public spaces and corridors, front panels on commercial casework and other applications where a functional, durable, decorative surface must absorb somewhat less impact than a comparable horizontal surface.
· General Purpose (HGF) Types 605 and (SGF) 607: Produced for both horizontal and vertical applications where the surface must perform under constant use.

· Fire-Rated Backer Type 264: A stabilizing backer sheet for applications where the decorative surface is Vertical Surface Type 604
· Fire-Rated Backer Type 266: A stabilizing backer sheet for applications where the decorative surface is General Purpose Type 605 or 607
Wilsonart Fire Rated Laminate should not be used as direct covering for plaster or concrete walls, or for gypsum wallboard. It should not be exposed to flame, molten metal, metallic sparks, temperatures greater than 275º F, or intense, direct sunlight. 
- More -
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Wilsonart® Contract, a division of Wilsonart® International, was created specifically for interior designers, architects and contractors who put laminate into offices, stores, hotels, restaurants, hospitals and clinics. The new Wilsonart Contract collection offers these professionals a choice between stocked designs that are available from our distributors and factory-order designs. In 2007, the division launched 44 new commercial designs extending the range of options designed specifically for design.
Wilsonart® International, based in Temple, Texas, is a leading manufacturer of decorative surfacing products, including Wilsonart® Laminate, Wilsonart® Solid Surface, Wilsonart® Flooring and Wilsonart® Adhesives. Wilsonart Laminate designs have been recognized for design leadership by Cooper-Hewitt, Interior Design and Architectural Record.  For more information about Wilsonart Laminate or any Wilsonart product, please call the Customer Service Hotline at 800.433.3222. Consumers can also visit www.countertop.com and professionals can visit www.wilsonartcontract.com.
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